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CIOMA MEMBER ALERT

General Membership Alert
6/15/16 Update
Kill SB 1400 Prohibiting C-Stores from Selling Tobacco Products
6/15/16

 
CIOMA Members: 

This is your third SB 1400 Alert, updated with the most recent information.  We apologize for the moving targets, but things are happening quickly.
 
Committee Assignments & Probable Hearing Dates -
SB 1400 has been double-referred to two Assembly Committees: Assembly Government Organization (GO) and Assembly Business & Professions (B&P).  The measure must pass both of these Committees by July 1 to make the policy committee deadline.
 
Although the measures have not been calendared yet by the Committees, the most-probable scenario is that B&P will take up the measure Tuesday June 21 at 9:30 a.m. - Room 447 in the Capitol.  We are encouraging Sacramento-area retailers or others opposed to SB 1400 to show your opposition to the measure.  Click here if you are interested in attending the B&P Committee meeting.  We will keep you up to date on any changes.  Just meet in front of the Committee room around 9:15 a.m. June 21.
 
Then, the Assembly Government Organization (GO) Committee will take up the measure, if it passes B&P, on Wednesday June 22, 9:30 a.m. Room 4202.  We are organizing a gathering location for anyone who wants to oppose SB 1400 at the Sacramento Hyatt Regency (downtown) Regency Ballroom F.  We will have refreshments before the hearing and appetizers after for our debriefing session.   The Room will be open at 8:00 a.m. Click here if you are interested in attending the GO Committee meeting.  We will keep you up to date on any changes.
 
Who to Write, Call or Fax, and When - 
 
So now we have two Committees to contact, and quickly.  We have already set up Voter Voice capability for those of our members who are direct constituents of either B&P or GO Committee members - you would have received an email about communication through Voter Voice if you are a constituent.
 
But we need any interested member to quickly contact Committee members opposing the measure.  Unfortunately we cannot use Voter Voice to do blanket emails to Committee members, so we have provided Committee contact information here - click here for B&P; click here for GO.
 
1) Fax members on the Committees a letter.  A sample letter, that can be edited, is provided below.
2) And/Or call Committee offices and register your opposition.
3) Ask your vendors and customers to weigh in, opposing SB 1400.
 
This needs to happen very quickly since June 21-22 is coming fast upon us. 
 
If you need further information, contact Jay McKeeman or Trina Isidro at the CIOMA offices - 916-646-5999.
 
Sample Letter
 
Company Letterhead
 
I am asking you to vote NO on SB 1400 (Wieckowski) that will be heard in the very near future by the Assembly Government Organization Committee.  AB 1400 will directly prohibit 30,000 retailers (including grocery stores, and the convenience industry) from selling tobacco products.  I own, or provide essential services to, convenience stores.  Sale of tobacco products provide essential revenues, allowing continued operation of a vital community service location.  Prohibiting sales of tobacco products will create serious, if not fatal, consequences for my business.  This may result in reduced hours of operation, reduction in product variety, and shorter work hours or layoffs for my employees.
 
There is no good reason to support the sales prohibition in SB 1400:
- Convenience stores have a well-deserved and positive compliance record; serving only those eligible to buy legal tobacco products.
- Convenience stores provide essential community employment and tax base support.
- My business provides civic support in the neighborhood - sponsorship or in-kind donations for sports leagues, community organizations and local events.
-Tobacco sales requirements including age limit, licensing fee increase and stronger enforcement funding have all taken place very recently.
 
Further, SB 1400 will have bad tax revenue consequences statewide:
- Reduction of approximately $56 million in tobacco excise taxes, which fund a variety of public health programs.
- Reduction of sales tax by $29 million, negatively affecting both state and local coffers.
 
All the above reasons argue strongly to reject SB 1400.  
 
I urgently request your NO vote on this ill-advised measure.
 
Signature block
 
Additional Information
 
NACS has provided District information on convenience store data for each of the GO members below is a link to each of the c-store data page for the district of that member.  A separate Alert will contain c-store data for B&P members. 
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